
Extra, extra, read all about it! LINC residents living 
at SEASONS at The Hoover have formed their own 
community newspaper committee. The Hoover Seasonal 
is managed entirely by the residents, from reporting 
to production. Not only does the newspaper give 
members a chance to strengthen relationships with one 
another, it also provides an opportunity to learn new 
skills in research, writing, communication, collaboration 
and even computer programs like Microsoft Word and 
Adobe Photoshop. Each edition includes a resident 
spotlight, pet profile, activities calendar, and a listing of 
“Hooverites” who’ve recently moved into the Uptown 
Whitter property. 

All residents are encouraged to contribute their 
ideas and writing, giving everyone a chance to express 
themselves. LINC Cares Field Supervisor Kellie 
Phillips shares that “The Hoover Seasonal is a great 
representation of our flourishing community. It allows 
us to connect, find personal growth, and be a part of 
something greater than ourselves.” 

Tom West, a Hoover resident and founding newspaper 
committee volunteer, sadly passed away in March. The 
newsletter team remains committed to continuing the 
program to honor Tom’s many contributions to the 
community. 

There’s News at The Hoover

When local business owner and volunteer David Diaz learned the 
community garden at the Mosaic Gardens at Willowbrook needed some 
TLC, he eagerly offered to help. “I had visions of the garden being both a 
source of fun and fresh food for the community,” the volunteer explained. 

To bring his vision to life, David generously donated a dozen vegetable plants 
and thirteen bags of soil, not to mention his own green thumb, volunteering 
for the planting day as well. “We mostly planted vegetables, leafy greens, and 
herbs,” noted Resident Services Coordinator David Magaña. 

Residents were able to enjoy their bounty at a recent Spring Barbeque 
that coincided with the property’s one-year anniversary. “We shared the 
vegetables at the barbeque, with salads and other side dishes,” the RSC said. 
“We built community around the table.”

Volunteers are invited to participate in the Community Garden Club, which meets 
Tuesdays from 10:30-11:30 a.m. Contact RSC David Magaña at dmagana@
linchousing.org for details!

David Duo Digs In

LINC Cares
Spring 2018

Volume 13
Issue 2



Birthdays are a big deal at LINC Housing communities! Each property celebrates in its own way, and volunteers 
often participate in these fun and creative events.  At SEASONS at Redondo Beach, a husband-wife volunteer team 
throws monthly parties, bringing treats and games.  At SEASONS at La Palma, local corporate sponsors take turns 
hosting the festivities. “Residents look forward to the birthday parties. It might be the only occasion that allows them 
to celebrate their birthdays in good company,” adds Joseph Cabral, LINC’s Resident Services Resource Manager.

How Do You Celebrate Your Birthday?

47,291+
volunteer hours

served

LINC welcomes Ryan Roman to the LINC Cares team. Ryan, the new 
Community Involvement Coordinator, is responsible for setting up 
volunteer events and coordinating community engagement opportunities. 
He also helps to coordinate important LINC programs that incorporate 
community partnerships – like our food bank distributions and donated 
housewares for residents who have experienced homelessness. Ryan loves 
connecting with community members and seeing LINC support so many 
positive outcomes for residents. “It’s important to involve the community in 
issues that matter to them as they relate to LINC’s mission,” he explained. 
“Community support allows us to provide affordable housing with life-
enhancing services at our properties.”

Ryan, a Long Beach native who earned his Bachelor’s in Sociology from 
CSULB, previously served as a Community Involvement Intern for a non-
profi t foster family agency. He has also worked professionally as a musician 
and enjoys playing guitar in a band with his brother and spending time with 
his family and friends. 

Staff Spotlight: Meet Ryan!
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Alzheimer’s of Greater Los Angeles * Beach Cities Health District  
* Cal Poly Pomona * California State University Long Beach *
California State University Los Angeles * Camp Fire USA *
Capital One * John Given & Daphne Dennis * Terry & Kathy Dooley 
* LISC AmeriCorps  * Mark & Jennifer Montoya * Partners in Care * 
Provident Savings Bank Charitable Foundation * Shelter Partnership * 
United Way California Capital Region * Walton Construction Services



When eight-year-old City Gardens resident Jessenia joined the LINC Cares 
summer and after-school programs in 2006, some of her favorite activities were the 
community art projects. She remembers submitting work for poster competitions 
and helping paint murals at the Santa Ana property. In high school, Jess also participated in LINC’s 
Roots of Success Program, a 10-week class with a dual emphasis on environmental leadership and job readiness, 
passing with flying colors. “I loved having a place with people who not only helped me with homework but knew 
my family as well. I was very shy and didn’t have siblings or cousins when I was young, so the program helped me 
overcome that a little,” she recalled.

Jess, now a Cal State Fullerton student halfway through her Bachelor of Fine Arts program, participated in LINC 
Cares youth programs until she graduated from high school and has remained in touch with staff and members. 
She even volunteers for the same programs she had enjoyed when she was younger. Recently, Jess visited the 
after-school program to share her illustrations, and students and staff were blown away with the quality of her 
art. “She is an extremely talented young woman, and I loved talking with her about the degree programs she is 
considering,” added Clare Ofield, who runs LINC Cares programs at City Gardens and has known the young 
woman for nearly seven years.

To recognize such a promising and talented program alum and acknowledge her 
ongoing support, LINC Cares presented Jess with an art portfolio that will safely 
transport her work. Jess is already making career plans, hoping to work as a 
freelance illustrator after college. “I know it will be tough and scary sometimes, but I 
would rather take a risk and see if I can make it, rather than settle for security.” 
Way to go, Jessenia! 

Our Amazing After-School Alum

Spring not only brought rain showers, it also delivered a bumper 
crop of volunteers from Old Navy looking for a fun way to give 
back. Six Old Navy employees hosted a fun springtime event for 
children and their families at Mosaic Gardens at Pomona with 
outdoor games, an egg hunt, crafts and prizes. Because residents 
are still getting to know one another at the newly opened 
community, the party provided a great opportunity for neighbors 
to meet and connect.  LINC’s Outreach & Community Engagement 
Coordinator, Mario Pierce, was grateful for Old Navy’s support, 
adding, “It was a privilege to work with Old Navy; they were a 
great team and the event went very well!” 

Old Navy Teams up 
for Springtime Fun

Resident 
Spotlight

“The party provided a great 
opportunity for neighbors to 

meet and connect!”

Jessenia now, with her new portfolio

Throwback! Jessenia at age 8 (back row, second from left) 
with the City Gardens LINC Cares after-school program

Volunteer Spotlight



“Opening
Doors to a
Brighter Future”

Looking to serve the community?
Contact Joseph Cabral to explore 
individual or group volunteer 
opportunities!
jcabral@linchousing.org

Volunteer
LINC Cares provides dynamic 
services to enhance the lives 
of families, seniors, and people 
with special needs who live in 
our communities.

Mission
Your one-time donation or 
recurring gift allows LINC Cares 
to continue life-changing programs.

www.linchousing.org/donate

Donate

555 E. Ocean Blvd. • Suite 900 
Long Beach • CA • 90802

www.linchousing.org/linccares

LINC Cares is the 
Resident Services program of 
LINC Housing Corporation

Mosaic Gardens at Willowbrook residents participate in a healthy cooking class.


